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The Dynamic Mental Simulations during L2 Sentence Comprehension: Evidence from
Chinese L2 Learners of English
Erim JERANEE RS
Abstract: Based on the embodied account of language comprehension, the present study
explored whether Chinese L2 learners of English of different proficiency could construct dynamic
mental simulations by making simple or complex inferences during L2 sentence comprehension. A
total of 80 Chinese L2 learners of English participated in the experiment, in which they performed
a sentence-picture verification task on E-prime 3.0 to assess the mental simulation of objects moving
up and down vertically. Their responses were measured by response accuracy and reaction times
and analyzed utilizing repeated measure analysis of variance (ANOVA) and Pearson product-
moment correlation modeling. The study had three major findings: 1) Chinese L2 learners of English

could mentally simulate the dynamic information during L2 reading comprehension; 2) Inference
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complexity affects the dynamic mental simulation of Chinese L2 learners of English. When complex

inferences were required to integrate the implicit dynamic information from the sentence, L2
learners had difficulties constructing a coherent dynamic mental simulation; 3) L2 proficiency
affects the dynamic mental simulation of Chinese L2 learners of English. L2 learners of higher
proficiency could build more coherent mental simulations and rely more on these simulations. The
results were discussed in terms of the embodied theories of cognition, the situation model and the
threshold hypothesis of language proficiency. The findings support the hypothesis of embodied
cognition in L2 comprehension, evidence the effects of inference complexity and language
proficiency on L2 mental simulation and suggest that mental simulation could contribute to L2
teaching and learning.

Keywords: Mental simulation; Embodied cognition; Situation model; Threshold hypothesis;

Second language acquisition
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An Analysis of “Xinjiang Cotton Industry” in Wikipedia History Page Using Halliday’s
Theory on Transitivity
FRER EHhRE

Abstract: In Web 2.0 environment, as traditional media gradually loses part of its privileged
positions as information content providers, Wikipedia becomes the most successful platform due to
its openness and negotiability. As the largest online encyclopedia, previous studies mainly focus on
its policies, genre and styles. It is against this background that the present study provides a detailed
critical analysis of Wikipedia entry for “Xinjiang Cotton Industry”, through a reading off all
subsequent revisions by individual users. Since each reversion is archived in the history page of
Wikipedia, the modification process of the entry will be discussed in terms of transitivity within
critical discourse analysis framework so as to explore negotiation and conflict in the representation
of the entry. Results show that textual and discoursal negotiation appearing in the history of this
specific Wikipedia entry not merely reflects but also reshapes, to some extent, the real-life conflict.
Besides, contributors, as “prosumers”, can’t obey Wikipedia’s Neutral Point of View polices
(NPOV). This maybe influenced by providing the reliable but biased official source. Thus, people
should take part in the negotiation to establish objective national image.

Keywords: Wikipedia; Xinjiang Cotton Industry; Critical discourse Analysis; Transitivity
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Shell nouns as engagement devices: Variation across British and Chinese media
Englishes
B LG Mots BT iUR R

Abstract: As noted in Thompson (2014: 48), it is within Appraisal Theory that the
investigation of the systems of evaluative choices, in the expression of a personal opinion and the
interaction with a social other, has been carried farthest. The engagement system is concerned with
sourcing attitudes and the play of voices around opinions in discourse (Martin & White 2005: 35),
which has highlighted the focus of appraisal research on the dynamic processes of meaning
negotiation between interlocutors. One of the central concerns is with the ways that linguistic
resources act to “write the reader into the text” by presenting the speaker/writer as assuming that
the addressee shares or disagrees with them a particular viewpoint (Martin & White 2005: 94). More
specifically, the engagement framework fosters a view of dialogistic positioning of journalists with
respect to the quoted news sources and other alternative voices in the authoring of their stories
(White 2012). As a group of abstract nouns capable of encapsulating proposition-like information
in discourse segments such as fact, suggestion and possibility, shell nouns (SNs) have been
extensively studied through different perspectives. In this study, we describe a novel application of
Appraisal Theory to highlight SNs as engagement devices and characterise the extent that the writer
opens up or closes down the dialogic space with respect to the stance towards the material
encapsulated by shell nouns of different semantic classes. More specifically, the present study aims
to reveal differences and similarities in the use of SNs for the journalist’s dialogistic positioning
against a heteroglossic backdrop of alternative viewpoints across British and Chinese media
Englishes. Methodologically, the study is based on a comparable corpus of media English produced
by British and Chinese journalists (Fang et al. 2012). SNs complemented by appositive that-clauses
were extracted, their frequency of occurrences collected as probability in Halliday’s term (Halliday
2008), and head nouns semantically categorized according to Schmid (2000). A two dimensional
heteroglossic analysis was performed combining parameters of contract-expand (Martin & White
2005: 132) and averral-attribution (Sinclair 1986) to identify a spectrum of different engagement
categories across the two varieties of media discourse.

Empirical observations reveal the following findings: Chinese media English prefers to use
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neutral SNs to construe Pronounce strategy, suggesting that the Chinese media tend to enlarge the

social distance with the public audience with a salient focus on the description of news reality, and
also to use emotive SNs for Acknowledge strategy, possibly indicating that the social distance
between the institutionalised roles of news media and the audience is narrowed to a certain extent
through an appeal to the audience who share emotive reactions towards what is being reported,
therefore building an aligned community with the general audience to promote the news reality. In
contrast, the British variety favours the use of assertive SNs to construe Distance strategy,
suggesting that the British media choose to open up dialogic space with alternative viewpoints,
therefore exerting more editorial power on the audience through delegating responsibility for news
factivity to other sources of information in discourse, and also opts for the use of epistemic SNs to
construe Entertain strategy, indicating that the British media are inclined to expand the dialogue
with the audience with regard to varying degrees of commitment to truth of the propositional content
encapsulated, thereby effectively blurring the distance in terms of formal role relationship between
news media and the general public. It might be accordingly concluded that while the Chinese media
English is more closed with respect to the negotiation between authorial and nonauthorial or
audience voices, and more descriptive in style, the British variety is more open to writer-reader
interaction and the negotiation between the authorial and other voices, and more argumentative and
discursive.

Keywords: shell noun; engagement device; Appraisal Theory; British media English; Chinese

media English
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A pragmatic study on the mixed use of Cantonese and English from the perspective of
the Adaptation Model for codeswitching
R R RN

Abstract: This study explores the features and functions of the mixed use of Cantonese and
English from the perspective of the Adaptation Model for codeswitching. The Adaptation Model,
proposed by Yu Guodong (2004), posits three potential reasons for a speaker switching from one
language to another language or dialect in speech: linguistic reality, social conventions, and mental
motivation. These three elements are applied in the research as categorizations of people’s intentions
when mixing Cantonese and English. At the beginning of the study, ten native Cantonese and EFL
speakers were asked to provide recordings of their daily communications, with a total of 874
different words recorded; next, codeswitching categories were coded and percentages of the three
adaptation elements in the codeswitching process were calculated. Results shows that interviewees
intended to speak English out of language reality most frequently, followed by mental motivations,
with social conventions coming in third. Additionally, speakers tended to habitually switch codes of
words rather than sentences and codes of nouns rather than verbs, adjectives, and adverbs. The study
provides insights that can be used to increase Cantonese speakers’ awareness of this language
phenomenon and promote the development of the Cantonese as a dialect; findings can also be used
to ensure that non-Cantonese speakers better recognize and understand this language phenomenon.

Keywords: codeswitching; adaptability; Cantonese; English
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Abstract: Refusal speech act, due to its inherent face-threatening nature, highly demands the
performer’s pragmatic competence and usually involves some strategies. This paper shedding light
on the COVID-19 pandemic, which is one of the hottest international issues in 2020, investigates
Chinese spokespersons’ refusals in regular press conferences of Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Unlike previous studies which are oriented towards interpersonal communications and individual
acts in informal settings, this paper attempts to extend politeness theories to a more formal and
institutional setting. Besides, based on speech act theory and Beebe et al.’s (1990) canonical
classification of refusal, this paper explores the selection and distribution of refusal strategies used
by Chinese spokespersons, and provides explanation for spokespersons’ preference.

Key words: refusal; speech act; politeness; face
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Engagement in Chinese Criminal Judgments

Jtit FEEUE RS

Abstract: Based on the engagement system in Appraisal Theory and taking 100 Chinese
criminal judgments as data, this paper analyzes the distribution features and interpersonal functions
of engagement resources in Chinese criminal judgments. The findings are as follows. First, in
Chinese criminal judgments, dialogic contractive resources outnumber dialogic expansive ones. Of
the nine types of engagement resources, Deny takes the largest proportion. Entertain, Acknowledge,
Pronounce, and Endorse are also favored by judges, while Counter, Endorse+Pronounce, Concede,
Endorse+Acknowledge, and Distance are much less favored. Second, the dialogic space is adjusted
in different parts of judgments due to different engagement strategies, narrowing down in the Head,
Fact, and Reason parts, then nearly closing up in the Result part, and finally opening up in the
Ending part. Third, Deny, Pronounce, Endorse+Pronounce, Endorse, and Distance are used to show
that criminal judgments are just, authoritative, persuasive, and compulsory. By acknowledging the
arguments and submissions that have been presented, judges are showing respect for the litigation
rights of the various parties, while the featured strategies of Counter, Concede, and Entertain
increase the acceptability of the judgments.

Keywords: Appraisal theory; engagement system; heterogloss; Chinese criminal judgments
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Abstract: Language plays a significant role in every political event. As one of the main forms
of public discourse, political discourse conveys the speaker’s hidden ideology and influences the
addressee's perceptions towards political issues, thus is of great value to conduct critical discourse
studies. With the development of critical discourse analysis, a new methodological tool,

proximization theory has been proposed. It combines cognitive pragmatics with CDA, and so far,
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has been mainly applied to political discourse. Based on Cap’s proximization theory, this thesis

intends to take Pompeo’s policy address at the Nixon Presidential Library as data to conduct a
qualitative and quantitative critical discourse analysis. This thesis aims to investigate how and what
proximization strategies were used to legitimize Pompeo’s political appeal and to unveil the
ideologies hidden behind the speech. Through analysis, the major findings are as follows. Firstly, it
is found that Pompeo amply applies spatio-temporal and axiological proximization strategies.
Spatial proximization strategy is most frequently used, temporal proximization strategy comes
second and axiological proximization strategy the least. Secondly, the study found that with the
slogan of pursuing freedom and democracy and calling on other nations to induce change in China,
Pompeo's speech is in fact full of American hegemonism and power politics. This thesis not only
provides a new perspective for CDA, but also helps the addressee enhance their ability to understand
and interpret the political discourse rationally.

Keywords: proximization theory; critical discourse analysis; cognitive pragmatics; political

discourse; Pompeo’s policy address
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An Empirical Investigation of Cognitive Process between Different Translation Versions: A
case in You Are This World’s April Day
TR TR
Abstract: Translation is a complex psychological process which involves the comprehensive
cognitive and psychological characteristics of the translator's or interpreter's participation in the real
language and culture. However, previous translation studies have underscored the significance of
the cognitive dimension and lack of investigations from the social perspective. This paper aims to

study the cognitive process of translation by examining both external factors (such as research
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methods and technologies) and internal factors (such as the translator's emotions and attitudes).

The present study analyzes the translator's emotions and attitudes and the reasons behind during
the cognitive process from seven translation versions of You Are This World’s April Day written
by Lin Huiyin (1934). The analysis is based on three cognitive process models proposed by
Chesterman (2012), and stance markers introduced by Hyland (2005). Three cognitive process
models include models of the virtual process, models of the reverse-engineered process, and models
of the actual process. Five types of stance markers were examined: hedges, boosters, attitude
markers, self-mentions and engagement markers. Results show that there are different affect
endowments among different translation versions, and each translator experiences his own cognitive
processes while doing the translation work. Translators’ affect appraisal were influenced by factors
including the translator's educational background, personal experience as well as the translator's
notion and habitus. Results of the study highlight the role of cognition and cultural differences in
translation, and the findings thus point to important considerations for better telling China's stories
and spreading China's voices. Furthermore, pedagogical implications on how to enhance translators’
awareness and competence will be also discussed.

Keywords: cognitive psychology; translation process; stance markers; affect appraisal
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A corpus-assisted ecological discourse analysis of the representation of climate change in
corporate social responsibility reports from the United States and Chinese energy
enterprises
HKEH AER RO
Abstract: Mobilizing corpus-linguistic tools, this article conducts a ecological discourse

analysis of the representation of ‘climate change’ in the corporate social responsibility reports
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produced by major energy companies from the United States and China in recent three years. It

focuses on the frequency of key references to climatic changes, examines in detail discourses
surrounding the most frequently used term ‘climate change’, investigates the specific functional
roles ‘climate change’ and the company play respectively, and explores the corporate and socio-
political reasons behind the differences. Results show that American corporations pay closer
attention to climate change, whereas Chinese companies are more concerned with domestic
pollution. American corporations seek to call for global collaboration and emphasize the rising
energy demands while dealing with climate change issues in order to defend its business. However,
Chinese corporations prefer to formulate plans to put the issue in the future agenda indicating the
controllable nature of climate change. The most frequent relational process in the two corpora
defines what climate change is, rendering corporations more autonomy to construct their stance
towards climate change. The possible reasons behind the above phenomena are American
corporations stick to a neoliberal economic market, whereas Chinese state-owned enterprises have
set specific targets for carbon emissions under the overall requirements of China’s ecological
civilization construction. At the methodological level, this study shows how a combination of
quantitative corpus-linguistic and qualitative discourse-analytical techniques contribute to
ecological discourse analysis.

Keywords: climate change; CSR reports; corpus-assisted ecological discourse analysis;

frequencie; collocation; functional roles
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